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This year, Willunga Primary School is taking on a whole school approach to developing
the learning dispositions that will enable our students to become powerful learners. We
have been running a two week program designed to develop an understanding and
highlight the importance of developing a growth mindset. We have also introduced each
of the STEPS that underpin the framework; Stamina, Teamwork, Enthusiasm, Planning
and Stretch.

The STEPS framework is based on key understandings:

To be a powerful learner you have to believe in a growth mindset.

You have to believe you can and will learn and that mistakes help you to grow.

Every mistake you make helps you to learn.
Absence Text Line:  You need to give your brain daily fitness workouts to build and strengthen your
brain muscles.
0408 727 632

Becoming more powerful is hard work.

There are 5 different muscle workouts and each workout has key exercises.

You need to build your brain fitness every day.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
Tuesday, 14th February
SCHOOL OPEN NIGHT
Friday, 17th February
Assembly 9.05am

Below is a list of key exercises that need to be practised for each of the STEPS to help
you become a more powerful learner.
Stamina

Persisting with learning. Do not give up!

Managing distractions

Staying focussed on the task at hand

Going the distance

Tuesday, 7th March
Team Work
Governing Council AGM—

Getting along
7.00pm

Actively listening




Showing respect
Doing your bit
Seeking and providing feedback

Enthusiasm

Being motivated, excited and interested in learning

Showing curiosity

Asking questions

Enjoying learning
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Planning

Thinking carefully

Organising resources

Setting goals

Being flexible when things change

Managing your time
Stretch

Being brave

Taking on a challenge

Believing you will progress

Risk taking
We will continue to focus on the STEPS across the
course of the year and all students will be strengthening
their brains through practising the key exercises.
To develop your understanding about fixed and growth
mindsets, please take the time to watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5Nymq7IVFSE
Our older students have watched this video and have
unpacked these ideas with their class. Taking the time to
watch the video will assist you to discuss your child’s
learning with them.
Lisa Gray
Assistant Principal

You may have noticed that we still have the old OSHC
building….
The redevelopment will be going ahead after a minor
glitch (around the funds available from DECD). We have
been able to work through this over the holidays with our
Facility Manager, the plans have gone back to the
architect for final approval and then the demolition will
begin!
Because the OSHC building has asbestos that will need
removal, it is likely that we will need to action a student
free day to allow the crew access. We continue to work
through the timing of this event with the builder and
department. We will ensure there is as much notice
as possible given to families prior to the Student
Free Day. We are planning on running OSHC on the
Student Free Day out of the Show Hall.

Library News
Welcome back to 2017. As well as the library being used
during class times, it is also available to students daily before school 8:30 - 8:45 and after school 3:05 - 3:15, as well
as recess and lunchtimes. Please note there may be the
odd times that circumstances do not allow for this and a
note will be put on the door.

WANTED

Open Night
A flyer has gone home about our upcoming Community /
School Open Night. A number of community groups will be
attending including:





Outside School Hours Care

Girl Guides
Willunga Netball
Rec Park
CWA Evening Branch

If you are part of a community group that would like to set up
a stall on the night, please contact Ali Colbeck through the
front office. Some of the community stalls will have items for
sale to assist with their fundraising efforts. Please join us for
this informal visit of our lovely site. Relatives and friends
welcome.
We will also have some school stalls set up with information
about our Governing Council Sub Committees, Keeping
Local Guide, and Uniform Sales will be available.

Empty 440g tins to use for science - washed with the label
removed. If you can help can you please deliver to the
library.

Canteen Service
Parent Connection Sub Committee met this week to look at
future directions for the canteen. They will be putting out a
survey shortly to gauge community thoughts around a
service.
At this stage, the canteen is being used as a multipurpose
space for students to access cooking and serving facilities
as part of the health program. On Wednesday in week 2,
taste tests were available in the canteen of foods grown in
our kitchen garden (supplemented by some purchasing ).
The parent connection committee are currently sourcing
information about healthy fruit based ice creams to run as a
recess / lunch fundraiser. They are also considering ideas
for Sports Day fundraisers. Any ideas you have can be sent
through to the Parent Connection sub committee via the DL
email.: dl.0744.info@schools.sa.edu.au.

More information coming soon!
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Sue Camac’s News
Welcome to Willunga Primary all
our new families and welcome back
to all our established families!
For those who are new to the school, I am the Pastoral
Support Worker at the school. I have a Cert IV in Youth
Work which is a requirement of my role and am also a
qualified Disaster and Recovery Chaplin. On a training
recently, a presenter described our role as ‘An Ambulance
on the way to Hospital’. Mostly students can be helped at our
site but at other times we need to refer to other agencies. My
role at the schools involves a number of things within the
school as well as outside of the school with local churches
and community groups. Through this link I have been able
to gain financial support for some families as well as
organising meals for those who are struggling for a variety of
reasons. We have a pantry set up at the school also for
emergency needs. If you feel that you or someone else may
need a helping hand, come in and have a chat and we will
certainly help where we can. My office is between Miss
McGrath’s and Ms Graham’s reception classes or you can
leave a note for me at the Front Office.

Parent Morning Tea is on every
Wednesday!
Come to the Staff Room after dropping off
your children for a coffee and a chat. This is a great time for
parents to connect and get to know each other.
Parenting tip for the start of school comes from
www.raisingchildren.net.au.
‘Starting school can be a big change for your child – and a
big change in your family life too. Although it’s an exciting
time, it’s normal to feel a little worried or just sad about it.
Keeping your worries to yourself and letting your child
know that you think he’ll go well at school helps your
child feel positive too’.

Yard Supervision
We would like to remind everyone that yard supervision
starts at 8.30am and classroom doors open at 8.40am. To
ensure student safety, students in the school yard prior to
this may be sent to Out of School Hours Care at a cost to
the parents.
Willunga Primary School

Additional Support
How we provide additional support for our learners.
Many children will find that at some point in their school
career, they may need some extra support with their
learning. When children at Willunga Primary School are
identified as requiring additional support, we have a 3 Wave
process to ensure each child gets the help they need.
First, a student’s class teacher may find that they need to
modify the curriculum or the way they teach a particular
child. T his will happen within the classroom setting.
The second level of support may be participation in the
school’s intervention program as implemented by our
Intervention Specialist, Lisa Gray, and our expert team of
SSOs.
The third level of support is when we identify that a child
has a specific need not addressed by adapted classroom
teaching or the intervention program. At this stage, our
Special Education teacher, Jess Mason, can refer the
student to the Student Support Services team.
The Student Support Services team can include Special
Educators, Speech Pathologists, Psychologists, Social
Workers, Behaviour Support Coaches and will provide
support to children in State schools and preschools.
If, as a professional team, we feel that your child would
benefit from the Student Support Services team’s support,
we will engage them regarding your child. The school will
discuss this with you and obtain your consent before
making a formal request for support for your child.
For more information, please contact us here at the school
or visit www.decd.sa.gov.au.

Emergency Contact Details
Last week forms were sent home asking parents to update
student information should there be any changes to contact
phone numbers, change of address and names of
emergency contact persons. Even if there are no changes,
please sign the bottom of the form and return to the Front
Office. Thank you to those who have already returned the
form.
In the interests of student safety and management we
appreciate your support in this matter by returning the forms
as promptly as possible.
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OSHC News

Community News

We have had a very busy Vacation Care over the Christmas
break. We have moved and settled into the Drama room,
went on some exciting excursions including Inflatable World,
Mini Golf and Urimbirra Wildlife Park.

WIRREANDA SECONDARY SCHOOL

One of the childrens’ favourite days was our water day where
we hired a giant double wave water slide and to our surprise,
the weather turned out great for this day.
The twin arcade cars and motor bikes were also very popular,
even watching the set up and taking apart of the equipment.
Throughout the holidays we took several groups to the skate
park and many children brought in their own scooters and
helmets from home to participate in this.
During this term we will be focussing on transitions,
welcoming new children into our service and settling into our
temporary OSHC space.

OPEN NIGHT 2017
THURSDAY 23 MARCH 4PM – 7PM
For more information please contact Sue Bogumil at the
school on 8329 7200

Willunga Netball Club.
Has limited positions available in our Under 9 and Under 11
teams for the 2017 winter season. (sorry other age groups
are already full).
If you are interested please contact Cat on 0416 404 763 or
email willunganc@hotmail.com .

A few reminders for OSHC;


Please make sure your child/ren keeps a spare sun
safe hat in their bag for when they attend OSHC.
Children need to play under the verandah or inside if
they don’t bring a hat. We do not have spare hats to
share.



If your children attend OSHC, can you please provide
us with any updated information for 2017, including
contacts, personal information, health/medical/plans
and booking days.



The school’s Open Night is on Tuesday 14th February.
Families are welcome to visit the OSHC room
(currently located in the Drama room). OSHC is still
operating during this time but families are more than
welcome to go in and have a look. We have a wall
display of the OSHC Building renovation plans.

Belinda Filkin
Director

Sports Day T-Shirts
GET YOUR TEAM COLOURS!
We currently have stock of quality T-Shirts in House Colours for
Sports Day. Come in and see the friendly staff in the Finance Office
for sizes available. The Uniform shop will be available on Open
Night. Sports Day is 7th April 2017 (Week 10).

Only $9.00 each
Willunga Primary School
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Insert open
night flyer
please
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