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Last night we held our Annual General meeting for 2017. This was a great
opportunity to meet with community members, share our Annual Report and
consider the data from previous years that is used to inform future pathways.

Adelaide Cup Day

At the meeting, we highlighted the work of sub-committees in 2016. This important
work contributed to significant improvements in parent involvement at the school.
The sub-committees continue to develop for 2017 with 28 people nominating for
roles! Emails will be sent shortly to those people arranging meeting times and dates.

Monday 13th March

Yr 5/6/7 AQUATICS
Tuesday 14th March—
Friday, 17th March

The Annual General meeting signifies the end of tenure for a number of Governing
Council members. I would like to thank Sarah Moore, Roe Hoeck, Jude Boyle,
Carolyn Hart and Jodie May for their work on Governing Council in 2015 / 2016. I
especially would like to recognise the role Carolyn Hart played as Chairperson for
the past three years, leading through significant change and an External Review.
Carolyn’s skills and abilities in this role have been highly valued by all.
The AGM also provided an opportunity to launch our new website. This was
developed in 2016 with consultation with the Governing Council. A copy of the
Annual Report is available on the website. Make sure you check it out!

Ali Colbeck
Principal
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SAPSASA
SWIMMING
Congratulations to Dylan, Summer, Caleb and Violet for
their selection in the District Swimming Team to compete in
the State Carnival later this term. A special mention to the
18 Willunga students who represented our school with
pride and displayed outstanding sportsmanship.in the
carnival held at Marion Swimming Centre. Wyatt excelled
in his role as captain of the team helping with organisation
and team support.
ATHLETICS
Selections are well underway for our
athletics team for the District Day on
Tuesday, 21st March at Tatachilla
Lutheran College with the last few
trials occurring this week. Consent
forms will be distributed shortly and
will need to be returned promptly.
CROSS COUNTRY
Our district Cross Country event will be held on Thursday,
6th April at Noarlunga Downs Primary School. To assist
with this, we will be holding training sessions every
Tuesday and Thursday starting next week from 8.25am on
the town oval with Mr Doig. Only those students who train
regularly and demonstrate an ability to run the required
length (2km for 10year olds and 3km for 11,12 and 13 year
olds) will be eligible for selection.

Sue Camac’s News
Parent Morning Tea is on every Wednesday!
Come to the Staff Room after dropping off
your children for a coffee and a chat. This is a
great time for parents to connect and get to
know each other.
Last Wednesday I attended a Southern
Networking Forum, meeting people who offer services for
young people. One of the people I connected with is from
ATEC (Adelaide Training & Employment Centre). He said
there is a shortage in particular of carpenters but they also
have other apprenticeships available. If you have a youth or
someone you know in High School looking for an
apprenticeship, come and see me for further details.
At school we have a pantry that has grocery items for
emergencies and those who may need some help from time to
time. At the moment we have run out of UHT milk, pasta
sauce, pasta and rice. If you are able to buy some next time
you’re at the shop, it would be greatly appreciated.
Willunga Primary has had a focus on Stamina, Teamwork,
Enthusiasm, Planning and Stretch. In relation to this I thought
you could ask some of these questions at home:
1. Do you think there’s a good part to making mistakes? Why
or why not?
2. Where is your favourite place to study? What do you like
about it?

Parking
At Governing Council concerns were raised with the parking
at the rear of the school. As this area is not clearly marked,
a number of vehicles have been seen exiting over pathways
instead of using the designated exit. These issues have
been reported to the Onkaparinga Council to see if they can
put a plan in place for the safety of that back carpark.
If you are using the carpark, please be aware that this is a
SHARED space. Many of our families live and walk through
that area on the way home. Please use the designated
driveway.

Traffic changes
Attached to this newsletter is a proposed traffic change for
the Station Road parking. Governing Council worked with
the local Council to suggest changes to the traffic flow to
ease congestion and support a drop off zone for parents.
Please send feedback to: dl.0744.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Willunga Primary School

3. What would you like to get better at this year, at school and
outside of school?

SPORTS DAY
Friday, 7th April 2017 (Week 10)

Sports Day T-Shirts
GET YOUR TEAM COLOURS!
We currently have stock of quality T-Shirts in House Colours for
Sports Day. Come in and see the friendly staff in the Finance Office
for sizes available. Sports Day is 7th April 2017 (Week 10).

Only $9.00 each
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Feed Forward Fridays

Outside School Hours Care

A direction from the
External Review was to
“Develop authentic
student influence in the
learning by supporting
all students to engage
with feedback, data and
individual goal setting”.

Natural and recycled materials

One of the ways we are making this happen is through Feed
Forward Friday sessions. In these sessions, groups of
students from mixed age ranges meet with the Leadership
team to discuss a piece of learning. We ask them WHAT
they were learning about, WHY they are learning it and HOW
they know if they were successful.

We are now looking at making models of people and other
sculptures, creating them as displays. We will look at what
materials can be used for different parts of the people,
focusing on recycled materials.

We also ask them what is good about our school, and where
we can improve. They have many wonderful ideas which we
then take through to Student Council and to staff teams to
ensure that our students are involved in the learning and
directions of their school.
One of their ‘great’ ideas was a swimming pool - which
almost came true this week after a broken part in the
waterplay sandpit! We did have a bit of fun clearing it out
though :)
Ali Colbeck

Previously we have been focusing on bugs and nature. This
has been an ongoing experience in discovering bugs,
creating bugs and insects. This was extended from
children’s ideas to making our own bugs from stones also
leaf and pattern rubbings using natural and provided
materials.

An up coming activity we will be looking at is creating from
old CD’s. The children will design them into art displays
where they will paint them black then scratch in a pattern
and see the effects.
If you have any old/scratched CD’s that you no longer want,
please donate them to OSHC, it will be greatly appreciated.
Belinda Filkin,
OSHC Director

Library News
We are still in need of clean tins for the
library, If you have any empty 440g cans
at home please can we have them.
They can be dropped off at the front office
or the library.
Thank you.

Instrumental Music
Ms Sonia Radford visits us every Monday
and has been impressed by the manner and
enthusiasm of the students during their
lessons and commitment to practice. If you
haven’t ordered or collected your
instrumental music book from Michelle
Collins, please do so this week.

Thank you to the Upper Primary students
for ‘jumping in’ to help out.
Willunga Primary School
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House Points

NAPLAN

Across the school this term we introduced the House Point
Awards based on our ‘S.T.E.P.S. to building learning
power’:

Why NAPLAN?

Stamina
Teamwork
Enthusiasm
Planning
Stretch
For the first three weeks classes, broke down and
discussed how you show and use stamina in learning. The
following students were awarded for their demonstration of
stamina, earning their house five points.
Running totals:
Atkinson

165

Baxendale

170

Bassett

210

Jarbada

195

Jarbada
Kesia
Dylan
Guen
Chloe
Abigail
Isla
Caleb

Bassett

Max
Grace W
Skye
Liam
Morgan
Anya
Mae

Evan
Francesca
Riley
Aliya
Will
Lexi
Bree
Lexi

Baxendale
Charli
Mackenzie
Jasmine
Isobel
Jodi
Mia

Isabelle
Karl
Lachie
Roisin
Jasmine
Leo

Liam
Khodi
Amaliah
Mia
Elias
William
Nicholas

Atkinson
Jack B
Sage
Levi
Giada
Tom

Will
Cohen
Tyler
Fainne
Milly

High School Open Days
Looking at year 8 options?
There are a number of open days/nights coming up soon
including:
Willunga High School, Thursday 23rd March. 5.30-7.30pm
Urrbrae Agricultural High School, Tuesday, 21st March
Please contact the relevant schools for further information.

NAPLAN testing occurs every year early in term two for years
3, 5, 7 and 9 students. Students are tested over three days
on: Writing, Reading, Spelling & Grammar and Mathematics.
This testing is used by DECD to measure growth and
performance across schools and year levels. It also provides
each school with critical information about each child’s
individual growth and trends across year level cohorts. This
information can be used to improve teacher efficacy and
identify areas for improvement.
There is often concern about the impact that these tests will
have on students and their self-esteem. It is important to
understand and recognise that students participate in a range
of testing throughout each year whether it be a reading quiz
or test, a weekly spelling test, a class assessment or the
whole school PAT testing that all of our students undertake in
both mathematics and reading comprehension. Our students
have a great deal of experience in testing situations. These
situations help students to build stamina and resilience.
Experiencing and dealing with conditions that make us feel
excited, nervous and anxious helps us to build strategies to
deal with the unknown and… so much of growing up is
unknown! All children need to experience different and
unknown challenges to help them grow and develop.
We encourage ALL of our students to participate in ALL of the
tests as we use this information to build a picture of each
individual student and identify areas that our teaching practice
has made an impact. As a staff we regularly reflect on data to
provide us with evidence of what we are doing well and what
we can improve on.
Often the media portrays these tests as highly stressful and
create an atmosphere of concern amongst parents. We would
like to assure you that the benefits in terms of personal
development, an opportunity to practice stamina and
resilience coupled with the rich information gathered about
each individual far outweigh the small amount of stress that
testing causes (which is actually healthy). It is completely
natural to be a little apprehensive BUT this is normal and
sticking with it and having a go should be cause for
celebration and will only help children face challenges in the
future.
Information on how our teachers and you can prepare your
child will be in the next newsletter.
Lisa Gray
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