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What a year!
Thank you for 
welcoming me to 
Willunga Primary 
School in late 
May 2021. What a 
privilege it is to lead 

this wonderful community school. 
It is remarkable in these challenging 
times that we have thankfully been 
able to continue to offer face to 
face learning for almost all of 2021. 
We have been able to welcome 
families back to the school on a 
daily basis, including attendance to 
school events.  The students have 
been fortunate that the teaching and 
learning programs and opportunities, 
have for the best part, been 
maintained and enjoyed throughout 
the year. 
The school calendar is always busy, 
and our staff work tirelessly as a team.  
I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank them all for the rigorous 
and exciting teaching and learning 
programs they provide at our school. 
None of this would happen without 
the hard-working support staff who 
really keep the operational and 
organisational side of the school 
running. What a team. 

Thank you to our Governing Council, 
led by Nicky Brunning, who are 
wonderful representatives of our 
Parent Community. These members 
drive ideas and make decisions 
to continually improve our school.  
Thank you to all the parents and 
community members who have all 
helped throughout the year. I am 
really proud of all we have achieved; 
we have much to celebrate. 
A taste of what 2021 has brought 
us includes: Sports Day, Swimming, 
SAPSASA, Choir, Musical theatre, 
Footsteps dance, Book Fair, Spring 
Fair, new values, new logo, new 
motto, Special Food days, Book 
Week, Twilight Picnic, Masterchef, 
Country Show, Willunga’s got Talent, 
camps, excursions and so much more. 
I look forward to 2022 as we strive 
together for continuous improvement 
across an already amazing site.  I am 
excited looking forwards to our future 
because, Together we thrive. 
Have a wonderful holiday break and 
I look forward to welcoming you all 
back to school on January 31st 2022.
Melanie Jones, Principal

From the Principal

NEWSLETTER
Term 4, Week 9, 9th December 2021

Together we thrive

https://skoolbag.com.au/forparents.php
https://www.facebook.com/WillungaPrimarySchool
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Diary Dates
9th DECEMBER
YEAR 6/7 SHARED LUNCH
YEAR 6 AND YEAR 7 
GRADUATION
5:30 – 7:00 - YEAR 6
7:30 – 9.00 - YEAR 7

10th NOVEMBER
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 2021 
ASSEMBLY
EARLY DISMISSAL 2:05PM

FAREWELL
MR TREVOR GOBBETT

GOODBYE AND GOODLUCK

It is my absolute honour to 
acknowledge the outstanding 
career of Mr Trevor Gobbett who 
has been an exemplary educator 
in the Department for Education 
since 1983. Trevor began his 
almost 40-year career at Whyalla 
Stuart Primary School where he 
remained until late 1991 when he 
moved to Aldinga Primary School 
where he taught until 1997.  He 
then spent from 1997 to 2007 at 
Willunga Primary School and then 
from 2007 to 2012 he taught at 
Woodcroft Primary School and 
from 2012 to 2021 back at Willunga 
Primary School. 
Trevor is a much-loved staff 
member and is a highly respected 
teacher. Trevor has focused his 
career on being a great classroom 
teacher to his students and in fact 
has taught for a total of 8037.6 
days. That is impressive. I know the 

It is at this time of year we say thank 
you and farewell to several staff 
who are moving on to other roles 
or have not yet secured positions at 
Willunga Primary School for 2022. It 
is sad to say Goodbye, but we know 
that some of you are taking on 
permanent roles at other sites. We 
say thank you to every one of you 
for your contribution to Willunga 
Primary School over the shorter and 
longer terms. We wish you all the 
best for the future. 

impact that Trevor has had on the 
lives of almost 1000 students that 
he has taught over his career. We 
wish him all the best for 2022 as 
he takes leave with a view to retire.
On behalf of the Department 
for Education I thank him for his 
almost 40 years of service for 
South Australian students and their 
families. He will be sorely missed 
by staff, students and families alike. 
Mr Gobbett, we salute you!! 

Mr Jake Dowsett, Ms Hayley 
Rochford, Ms Karen Matthews, 
Mrs Kristen Hunt, Ms Bianca 
Vandenberg, Mr Che Smith, Ms 
Lisa Gray, Ms Leila Scott, Mr Sam 
Griffen, Ms Taylah Sanders, Ms 
Brooke Hutchinson.
We will farewell many of the staff at 
our staff events this week and the 
students will have an opportunity 
to say goodbye at the final school 
assembly on Friday.

TWILIGHT 
FAMILY PICNIC
It was so lovely to be able to 
hold our annual Twilight Picnic 
on Thursday 25th November, 
we enjoyed a wonderful night 
of school community, coming 
together to share Christmas Carols 
and festivities.  The wind dropped 
and the rain stayed away for what 
was a joyous evening for students, 
staff and families.
Thank you to everyone for their 
work towards a very successful 
evening, there are many duties 
involved in the organisation of such 
an event, including collating songs/
books, stage logistics, general 
communication and organisation, 
ordering for sausage stall and 
canteen facilities and site clean-up 
provisions. Thanks to the staff and 
volunteers who worked behind the 
scenes to ensure that the evening 
ran smoothly. A great team effort 
by all.
We hope you all had a fabulous 
night

ENDINGS 
are also 

BEGINNINGS

As it is nearing the end of the 2021 
school year we would appreciate 
payment of all outstanding school 
fees as a matter of urgency.
Thank you to all the parents/
caregivers who have paid in full 
or applied for school card, or are 
paying fees off via Centrepay. It is 
greatly appreciated. 

2021 MATERIALS & SERVICES 
CHARGES

Please remember that school fees 
are legally recoverable. 
All unpaid fees as at 10th 
December 2021 will be forwarded 
to the Department for Education 
Debt Collector. 
Lisa Pinder, Business Manager
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SUE CAMAC PASTORAL CARE 
WORKER NEWS 

SAPSASA NEWS – RUGBY TAG 

Here’s our MasterChef 
Winners for 2021:  
Every team had to come up with 
a name and they aptly called 
themselves team ‘Number Won’!  
Our winners were Matilda, Elisha 
and Kezia.  Well done girls! 
I read this quote on Christmas once; 
can’t remember where it came from 
but it is a good one none the less: 
‘The true spirit of the Christmas 
season is giving, not just in money 
but in time. Many people may have 
tight budgets with the changing 
economy; however, long after the 
gifts have gone what they will 
have are memories of time spent 
together.  Spend your time having 

fun with the people you love. Share 
memories and laughter’   
One year when my children 
were younger I bought a nice jar 
and used paint to write ‘magical 
memories’ on it. On colourful strips 
of paper my children wrote lots 
of special memories they have 
with their grandparents.  It didn’t 
cost much at all, my children 
loved making it and it is still a very 
treasured gift of their grandparents’.
I hope you all have a refreshing 
and relaxing break making ‘magical 
memories’ to last a lifetime. 
See you in 2022!
Sue Camac

Our boys team participated in the 
National Rugby League (NRL) State 
Championships on Thurs, 18th 
November at West Beach Parks. 
The pressure was on our team 
as we were the defending State 
Champs.
Our first match was against 
Brighton PS. Willunga got off to 
a great start, scoring an early try 
and as confidence grew, they 
scored a few more to win 4-1. They 
followed up beating West Beach 
PS convincingly 5-1 and carried the 
momentum forward to their next 
match against Para Hills, beating 
them 5-1 as well. The final group 
match, against Henley Beach 
PS, was a closer encounter that 
challenged the Willunga team. But, 
to their credit, they played well to 
win 2-1 to make Willunga unbeaten 
in the group stage.

Willunga was drawn against 
Murray Bridge South PS in the 
Quarterfinals. The team got to a 
great start scoring tries in quick 
succession and eventually scored 
7 tries, winning the match 7-2.
The Semi- Final match was 
against Henley Beach who we 
won narrowly against in the group 
stage. It was a tight game with 
both teams playing at a high tempo 
and scoring a try each. However, 
Willunga dug deep to score the 
winning try to take us into the 
grand final.
The Final was against Greenwich 
who had done very well in the 
group stage as well. It was a 
nail-biting game with each team 
scoring after the other had scored. 
The score was 1-1 at half time and 
2-2 at full time. The teams had to 
play off for a super try as the next 

try will win the match. The Willunga 
team defended really well and, 
on the break, got the next try and 
deserved to be crowned State 
Champion again.
Well done, boys, Back to Back 
State Champions will be hard to 
Beat!!

WILLUNGA 
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS 
RAFFLE
We have had an amazing response 
from families, donating items for 
the annual School Christmas raffle.
Thank you so much for your 
generosity, there are some 
fantastic prizes to be won and 
raffle book sales have been very 
well supported. 
Tickets and money needs to be 
returned to the Finance Office by 
Wednesday 8th December 2021.
The raffles will 
be drawn at the 
final assembly  
for 2021,  
Friday 10th  
December.  
Good luck!
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WILLUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL MUSIC GROUP
Willunga Primary School students 
did themselves, their families 
and the school proud recently, 
performing firstly at a school 
assembly, then at an event 
organised by the Fleurieu Folk 
festival, followed by the Almond 

WILLUNGA SCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Willunga School Playgroup is 
looking for a new playgroup 
coordinator in 2022.
In prior years, the playgroup 
session has run on a Wednesday 
morning from 9am until 10.30am, 
however this could be changed to 

another day if required.
Sue Camac offers fantastic support, 
joining the school to playgroup, 
and building connections. 
Please be aware that to undertake 
this position, you must hold a 
current Working with Children 

Check and have completed the 
volunteer’s RRHAN-EC training.  
If you are interested in taking on 
this voluntary position in 2022, 
please call the front office on  
8556 2234 to express your interest 
or to seek further information.  

Blossom Festival and then a guest 
spot at the Stone Pony venue in 
the Show Hall. They have been 
very busy.
Thank you for all who offered their 
support over the last ten weeks.  

OSHC
We would like to convey to 
all parents that children in 
kindergarten/preschool can start 
OSHC in Term 1 in 2022.
It seems that some families were 

unaware of the change to the 
policy. 
Please phone Nikki on 
8556 4358 or 0438 761 656 for 
further information. 

Enrolment and vacation care 
information is available directly 
from OSHC, the school’s front 
office and via the school website.

Working with this group was a 
fitting end to around a decade of 
musical involvement with upper 
primary children at Willunga 
Primary School.
Dave Greenslade
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PREMIER’S READING 
CHALLENGE
Congratulations to all who 
participated in the Premier's 
Reading Challenge 2021! This 
year, 371 Willunga Primary School 
students participated in in the 
Challenge. With each student 

reading 12 books as part of the 
Challenge, that means 4,452 books 
were read over the year! Thank you 
to parents, families and friends who 
helped and supported the students 
through the challenge this year. 

 

2021 YEAR 6/7 GRADUATION CEREMONY
The Year 6/7 students are eagerly 
awaiting the 2021 Graduation 
Ceremony, to take place on 
Thursday 9th December. Once 
again, the ceremony will be at the 
Willunga Rec Park Hall. 
The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony 
will be held from 5:30 – 7:00pm 
and the Year 7’s from 7:30 – 
9:00pm.
Families are welcome to attend 
but numbers will be capped at 4 
attendees per graduating student. 
If you have not already done so, 

please return your RSVP slip or call 
the front office to advise of your 
attendance requirements.
There will be a lunch time 
celebration organised for the 
graduating students on Thursday 
9th December at the Rose 
Gardens. Students who have paid 
for a Graduation Lunch order 
will receive their meal at 12.15pm 
onwards.  If students have chosen 
not to order they will need to bring 
a packed lunch from home.

Congratulations to all graduating 
Year 6 and 7 students and 
good luck for the journey onto 
Secondary School.
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