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Understanding and Supporting Students with Dyslexia and Dysgraphia at Willunga Primary School
Dear Families,

At Willunga Primary School, we are committed to providing an inclusive, supportive, and empowering learning
environment that recognises the diverse strengths and needs of every learner. We would like to share information
about dyslexia and dysgraphia—two specific learning differences that affect reading, writing, and spelling—and
outline how our school supports students through early identification, personalised adjustments, and strong family
partnerships.

Understanding Dyslexia

Dyslexia is a neurological condition that affects the brain’s ability to process written language (Sanfilippo et al.,
2020). The International Dyslexia Association (2002) defines dyslexia as:

“A specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterised by difficulties with accurate and/or
fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities.”

Dyslexia is lifelong and occurs across a spectrum from mild to severe. No two learners with dyslexia are the same—
their experiences vary depending on their educational opportunities, culture, language, and family background.

Key facts about dyslexia:

e Itis not related to intelligence and often runs in families (Shaywitz & Shaywitz, 2020).

e It affects phonological processing (the ability to identify and manipulate sounds), orthographic processing
(recognising written words and spelling patterns), and sometimes working memory (retaining and recalling
information).

e Students often show strengths in creativity, problem-solving, empathy, vocabulary, and reasoning.

e Dyslexia cannot be “cured,” but early identification and evidence-based intervention can make a significant
difference.

e Reading development follows similar stages for all learners, but children with dyslexia take longer to master
foundational skills—reading difficulties will not resolve without explicit teaching.

Understanding Dysgraphia
Dysgraphia is a specific learning disorder that affects handwriting, spelling, and written expression. Learners may:
e Have inconsistent letter formation or spacing,
e Find it difficult to organise thoughts on paper,
e Struggle to spell words they can read,
e Experience fatigue or frustration when writing.
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While dysgraphia impacts written output, students often have strong ideas and oral expression. With adjustments
and alternative ways to demonstrate understanding, they can experience success and confidence in their learning.

Early Identification and Collaboration
Early identification—with or without a diagnosis—is the best way to support learners with dyslexia or dysgraphia.
Teachers at Willunga use screeners and ongoing assessments to identify students who may be at risk.
Before planning adjustments, staff consult and collaborate with:

e Families and carers,

e Previous teachers,

e Allied health professionals such as Speech Pathologists or Psychologists.
We gather information from reports and assessments to understand the learner’s full profile—their strengths,
needs, interests, and background—so that support can be tailored effectively.

Diagnosis and Funding
If your child receives a diagnosis, the school develops a Personalised Plan with clear strategies. This plan is reviewed
regularly in consultation with families.

It is important to note that a diagnosis of dyslexia or dysgraphia does not automatically attract additional funding
from the Department for Education. These learning differences can usually be well supported through high-quality
classroom teaching, targeted intervention, and personalised adjustments.

Support at Willunga follows a multi-tiered model:

e Tier 1 - Quality Differentiated Teaching Practice: Universal classroom strategies that benefit all learners.
e Tier 2 — Targeted Support: Small-group intervention and structured phonics programs.
e Tier 3 —Individualised Support: Personalised strategies for students with more significant or complex needs.

How We Support Learners
1. Evidence-Based Literacy Teaching
e Systematic Synthetic Phonics: Programs such as InitialLit provide daily explicit teaching of sounds, blending,
and segmenting.
e Phonological Awareness Development: Games and structured activities that build the ability to hear and
manipulate sounds.
e Multisensory Learning: Students see, say, hear, and write sounds to strengthen memory and processing.
¢ Vocabulary and Comprehension: Instruction that builds oral language, background knowledge, and
understanding of text.
e Fluency Practice: Regular, supported opportunities for repeated reading to develop confidence and
automaticity.
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2. Adjustments in the Classroom
Learners with dyslexia or dysgraphia may need adjustments across four key areas: content, process, product, and
environment.
Content — What the Student Learns
e Ensure access to age-appropriate curriculum with adjustments made only when necessary.
e Pre-teach key vocabulary and concepts.
e Offer decodable texts matched to the student’s phonics knowledge for reading practice.
e Use audiobooks or read-alouds for complex content to build knowledge without decoding barriers.
Process — How the Student Learns
e Explicit, Direct Instruction:
o Present new information in small steps with modelling and guided practice.
o Use the “l do, we do, you do” approach to gradually release responsibility.
o Provide immediate feedback and opportunities for repeated practice.
e Multisensory Learning:
o Engage visual, auditory, and tactile pathways (see it, say it, hear it, write it).
o Use manipulatives (e.g. counters for sound manipulation).
e Assistive Technology:
o Use Immersive Reader or speech-to-text tools.
o Provide recorded readings or audio support for comprehension tasks.
e Cognitive Load Management:
o Present content in small chunks.
o Break multi-step instructions into one or two steps at a time.
o Revisit content regularly through cumulative review.
Product — How the Student Demonstrates Learning
e Allow alternative ways to show understanding: oral responses, diagrams, visual presentations, or speech-to-
text submissions.
e Provide writing scaffolds: sentence starters, templates and mind maps.
e Reduce word counts or extend time limits where appropriate.
e Chunk larger assignments into manageable parts with interim deadlines.
Environment — The Learning Space
e Reduce unnecessary visual clutter and noise distractions.
e Provide preferential seating near the teacher for support and feedback.
e Ensure learning materials are organised and clearly labelled.
e Provide regular movement or “brain breaks” to manage focus and fatigue.
Organisation and Independence
e Use visual timetables and colour-coded folders for subjects.
e Teach explicit routines for packing up, planning, and transitions.
e Provide checklists or reminder cards for homework or materials.
e Encourage use of technology (timers, planners, calendar alerts) to develop independence.
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Testing and Assessment
e Allow oral assessments or presentations instead of long written tasks.
Provide extra time and read questions aloud.
Offer practice questions to build familiarity and confidence.
e Use smaller sections of exams to reduce fatigue.
Homework Considerations
Students with dyslexia often expend significant cognitive energy during the school day. We focus on quality over
quantity—short, purposeful tasks that consolidate learning, not extended homework that causes frustration.

3. Social, Emotional, and Wellbeing Support
Learners with dyslexia and dysgraphia can experience frustration, anxiety, or self-doubt. We intentionally build
confidence by:

e Recognising and celebrating effort and progress.

e Creating a culture where mistakes are part of learning.

e Providing success experiences through oral, creative, and collaborative tasks.

e Promoting peer understanding and inclusion.

Working in Partnership

Support begins as soon as concerns are raised—no formal diagnosis is required. Early intervention and consistent
strategies make the greatest difference.

Families are essential partners in this process. We encourage regular communication between home and school to
share insights, progress, and strategies that can be reinforced at home—such as shared reading, listening to
audiobooks, and talking about new vocabulary.

Department for Education Support

The Department for Education provides ongoing professional learning for teachers, access to Student Support
Services (SSS), and guidance through the Disability Standards for Education 2005 to ensure adjustments meet each
learner’s needs.

In Summary
e Dyslexia and dysgraphia are neurological differences, not reflections of ability or effort.
e No two learners are alike—support must be individualised and consistent.
e Early identification and evidence-based instruction are key.
e Adjustments and accommodations, not funding, are the main supports that make the difference.
e Family partnerships are essential to each child’s success.

If you have concerns about your child’s reading or writing development, please contact your child’s teacher or a

member of the leadership team. Together, we can ensure your child feels confident, capable, and supported to
thrive as a lifelong learner.
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