
 

 
 

Scenarios of Student Needs, Functional Impact and Support  
 
Auditory Processing Diagnosis 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• May have difficulty understanding verbal instructions, especially in noisy environments. 

• Might misinterpret or miss important information, affecting learning and engagement. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Preferential seating near the teacher. 

• Use of visual supports (e.g., notes, keywords on the whiteboard). 

• Reducing background noise where possible. 

• Providing step-by-step written instructions. 

• Use of assistive listening devices (if recommended). 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• If needs can be met through everyday classroom adjustments (QDTP) IESP funding is not required. 

• Funding is only considered if the impact is significant and the support required is substantial. 

 
Dyslexia 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• Difficulty reading, spelling, and decoding text. 

• May feel overwhelmed by reading-based tasks and avoid participation. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Use of multisensory, structured literacy programs. 

• Text-to-speech software and audio books. 

• Extra time for reading and writing tasks. 

• Alternative assessment formats (e.g., oral presentations). 

• Regular small group literacy support. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• Most needs are met through QDTP and supplementary adjustments. 

• IESP funding is only considered when the functional need is severe, ongoing, and requires highly individualised 

support. 

 



 

 
 

Mild Hearing Loss 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• May miss parts of conversations, group discussions, or instructions, impacting comprehension and 

participation. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Use of FM or sound field systems. 

• Face-to-face instruction with visual cues. 

• Written backup for spoken information. 

• Teacher repeating or rephrasing as needed. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• If support is provided through basic classroom adjustments and standard equipment, funding is generally not 

required. 

• IESP funding is unlikely unless hearing loss creates significant barriers requiring sustained one-on-one support. 

 
Vision Impairment 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• Difficulty accessing visual materials (whiteboard, handouts, books). 

• May also have mobility/fatigue issues or need assistance getting around the school. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Enlarged or Braille print resources. 

• Orientation and mobility support. 

• Preferential seating and appropriate lighting. 

• Use of assistive technology (e.g., magnifiers, screen readers). 

• Scribe or peer note-taker, if required. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• If adjustments are extensive and require specialised technology or ongoing support, IESP funding may be 

considered. 

• Evidence of significant impact and ongoing need is required. 

 
ADHD 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• Difficulty with attention, staying on task, sitting still, and managing impulses. 



 

• May have organisational challenges and difficulty with transitions. 

 
Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Highly structured routines and clear expectations. 

• Regular movement breaks and sensory tools. 

• Visual timetables and reminders. 

• Task breakdown and frequent check-ins. 

• Quiet space for working, if needed. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• Most students are supported through QDTP and supplementary adjustments. 

• Funding is considered only when high-level, sustained support is needed 

 

Intellectual Disability 

Functional Need & Impact: 

• Requires significantly modified curriculum and intensive support to access learning. 

• May need frequent one-on-one help, support with self-care, or structured social support. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Personalised learning tasks, broken into small steps. 

• Visual schedules and social stories. 

• Frequent scaffolding and explicit, direct instruction. 

• Ongoing SSO support for learning and daily routines. 

• Collaboration with external therapists. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• IESP funding is frequently accessed where functional needs are high and adjustments are ongoing and 

substantial. 

• Detailed evidence is required to demonstrate the level of need. 

Severe Receptive Language Issues 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• Difficulty understanding instructions or information presented orally. 

• May participate less in class discussions and activities. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Use of visuals, key word signing, or communication devices. 

• Pre-teaching vocabulary and concepts. 



 

• Additional processing time and simplified instructions. 

• Speech Pathologist involvement and regular language support. 

• Structured, supportive learning environment. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• Eligible for IESP funding if the language difficulty is severe, ongoing, and requires substantial or extensive 

adjustments. 

• Detailed evidence of impact in the classroom is essential. 

 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  
Functional Need & Impact: 

• May have difficulties with social interaction, communication, adapting to change, sensory sensitivities, or 

rigid/repetitive behaviours. 

• Might struggle with group work, making friends, coping with changes in routine, or regulating emotions in busy 

or noisy environments. 

• May require explicit teaching of social skills and visual supports for understanding routines. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Visual timetables and clear, consistent routines. 

• Explicit social skills instruction and modelling. 

• Access to a quiet area or sensory break space. 

• Structured group work with defined roles. 

• Regular check-ins with a trusted adult. 

• Individualised behaviour or regulation plans, if needed. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• Many students with ASD can be supported through QDTP and supplementary adjustments. 

• IESP funding is considered if the student’s functional needs require ongoing, substantial adult support, 

intensive individualised strategies, or specialist equipment/therapy. 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) – With Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA) Profile 
Functional Need & Impact: 

• Heightened anxiety and extreme resistance to everyday demands at school, including those of schoolwork or 

routine requests. 

• May experience significant distress when pressured, and could display avoidance through distraction, 

withdrawal, negotiation, or escalated behaviour. 

• High levels of social vulnerability and emotional regulation difficulties. 



 

• Difficulty accessing the classroom curriculum and group learning environments, as well as managing 

transitions. 

Possible Support/Adjustments: 

• Highly flexible and individualised approach to demands; using negotiation, choices, and inquiry. 

• Collaborative goal setting focusing on what the student feels able to attempt. 

• Minimising direct instructions; using indirect language, humour, and role-play. 

• Clear and consistent communication among all staff working with the student. 

• Support to access less-structured times or group activities (e.g., facilitated social groups, safe spaces at recess). 

• Access to mental health or psychological support, if required. 

Access to Funding (IESP): 

• Due to the substantial, ongoing adaptations and support required (often exceeding QDTP and routine 

supplementary adjustments), IESP funding may be appropriate. 

• Application must clearly evidence the functional need: the extent to which anxiety-driven avoidance impacts 

learning and participation, and the intensity/frequency of support needed across the day. 

 
Key Points: 
 
A diagnosis alone does not guarantee access to IESP funding; it is the demonstrated functional need—how challenges 
impact the student’s daily participation and learning—that is the basis for funding applications. 
 
The level of support (QDTP, Supplementary, Substantive/Extensive) is determined in collaboration with the family and 
professional team. 
 
Support at school does not always mean one-on-one assistance. When individual support is needed to help build 
specific skills, our goal is to foster independence so that this level of support becomes less necessary over time. 
 
Our Commitment 
At Willunga Primary School, every child’s learning journey matters. We are here to listen, work in partnership, and 
adjust our support so every student can thrive. 
 
If you have any questions or need more information about individualised plans or additional support, please contact 
the Leadership team on dl.0744.inclusionteam@schools.sa.edu.au 
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