
 

 
 
 

Understanding Funding for Additional Support for Students in Schools 
 
At Willunga Primary School, we are committed to providing the best possible learning environment for all students. 
We understand that some children require additional supports to ensure their educational journey is both engaging 
and successful. For families seeking support, it can sometimes be unclear how funding is determined to support 
students and how the Inclusive Education Support Program (IESP) works in schools. We aim to provide clarity around 
this process, particularly the focus on functional needs rather than solely on diagnoses. 
 
What is IESP Funding? 
The Inclusive Education Support Program (IESP) provides schools with funding resources to support students who 
require additional assistance to meet their educational needs. However, it’s important to note that this funding is not 
automatically linked to a diagnosis of a disability or condition. 
 
Diagnoses vs Functional Need 
While a diagnosis can provide valuable information about a student's challenges or abilities, the IESP funding process 
evaluates what the student needs in a practical sense to participate, engage, and succeed at school. This is referred to 
as the student’s functional need.  
Functional need assessments focus on the following questions: 
• How does the child’s condition or challenge affect their ability to access and participate in learning activities? 
• What adjustments or supports does the child need to thrive in the school environment? 
For example, a child with a diagnosed condition such as autism spectrum disorder may or may not require IESP funding, 
depending on the nature of their individual needs. If the student is able to engage successfully with learning and social 
activities with minimal support, or if their needs can be met through adjustments already available in the school 
setting, funding may not be required. Conversely, if their functional needs significantly impact their ability to 
participate in daily school life—for example, if they require regular one-on-one assistance, specialised equipment, or 
targeted learning strategies—IESP funding may be considered to provide these supports. 
 
Making Evidence-Based Decisions 
The Department for Education uses evidence-based assessments conducted collaboratively by families, educators, and 
professionals to determine the functional needs of a student. Evidence may include reports from medical specialists, 
psychologists, or therapists, along with observations from teachers and other school staff. The functional need 
assessment ensures decisions are based on how the student operates within the school environment, rather than on 
the diagnosis alone. 
 
How Does This Work in Practice? 
An example might involve two children with hearing impairments: 
• Scenario 1: One student may have mild hearing loss but can fully engage in class with hearing aids and a 
microphone system already provided to the class as part of standard facilities. In this case, additional funding is unlikely 
to be allocated, as their needs are met with existing resources. 



 

• Scenario 2: Another student may have profound hearing loss that impacts their ability to communicate, engage 
in group activities, or comprehend verbal instruction. This student may require a sign language interpreter or one-on-
one learning support. Funding would likely be allocated based on their specific functional needs. 
 

What Happens if My Child Has a Diagnosis and a recommendation for Additional Support at School from an 
assessment? 
At Willunga Primary School, all students with a diagnosis have a personalised plan developed in collaboration with 
their family. This plan serves as a bridge between the diagnosis and the potential need for IESP funding. Personalised 
planning allows us to clearly document your child’s diagnosis, assessment recommendations, your input as a parent or 
caregiver, and input from teachers and support staff. 
As part of this process, we evaluate the level of support needed, which may fall under the following categories: 
1. Quality Differentiated Teaching Practices (QDTP): Support and adjustments that are part of everyday 
classroom teaching strategies. 
2. Supplementary Level: Moderate adjustments that may require some individualised focus but not constant or 
highly specialised support. 
3. Substantive or Extensive Levels: Higher levels of adjustments that may require targeted, individualised support, 
extensive professional involvement, or specific funding applications through IESP. 
 

This collaborative approach enables us to identify functional needs and implement the appropriate level of 
adjustments to help your child succeed. Often, private providers suggest that the child being assessed needs additional 
support but support does not mean a person, it can be strategies and accommodations and adjustments to meet the 
functional need.  
 

Building Partnerships with Families 
We understand the importance of parents and caregivers in advocating for their child’s needs, and we greatly value 
your input throughout this process. If you believe your child’s functional needs impact their success at school, we 
encourage you to discuss this with our Leadership team or your child’s teacher. Together, we can compile supporting 
information and take the necessary steps to apply for funding through IESP, if appropriate. 
 

Please remember that our goal is to ensure every child has the opportunity to thrive and reach their full potential 
within an inclusive, supportive learning environment. If you have further questions or you feel your child requires 
additional support following an assessment and diagnosis or you would like more information about the IESP process 
or functional need assessments, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Leadership Team: Melanie Jones, 
Kate Schipper, or Anna Aldridge or you can email the Inclusion team directly on: 
dl.0744.inclusionteam@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
 We are here to help and to ensure that your child receives the support they need to thrive at our school. 
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