
 

 
 
 

What to expect if your child is having an assessment with DfE Support Services Personnel 
 
At Willunga Primary School, we are committed to providing the best learning environment for every student. We 
recognise that some children may require extra supports to thrive. 
 
If your child is having an assessment with the Department for Education Support Services team, you can expect the 
following: 
 
Assessment Process 
Your child will take part in a thorough assessment, focused on understanding their strengths, challenges, learning 
profile, and what supports or adjustments may help them most. This could involve observations, conversations with 
your child and their teachers, and standardised assessment tools. 
 
Follow-Up Meeting and Personalised Planning 
Shortly after the assessment, you will be invited to a meeting with a member of the Support Services team and school 
staff to discuss the findings. This meeting is an opportunity to review the assessment, talk through recommendations, 
and start co-developing a plan that will detail the specific supports and adjustments your child may need. 
 
A personalised plan is developed collaboratively, incorporating the perspectives of you as parents/caregivers, your 
child, support professionals, and school staff. If the adjustments and accommodations your child requires are at the 
substantial or extensive level this will be in the One Plan personalised planning format.  
 
Understanding Funding and the IESP 
We understand it can sometimes be unclear how decisions about extra support and funding are made in schools. It’s 
important to know that funding — particularly through the Inclusive Education Support Program (IESP) — is not 
automatic, even with a diagnosis. 
 
Diagnoses vs Functional Needs 
While a diagnosis is an important part of understanding your child, funding decisions are based primarily on your child’s 
functional needs — or, how their condition affects their ability to participate and succeed at school. 
 
Functional Need Assessments 
The assessment team will focus on questions such as: 
How do your child’s challenges impact them at school? 
What adjustments or special support do they need to fully participate? 
What school-based or external evidence supports these needs? Not every student with a diagnosis will require IESP 
funding. Some students’ needs may be fully met through our classroom teaching practices or with minor adjustments. 
 



 

Level of Support 
The level of support is determined collaboratively and may include: 
 

• Quality Differentiated Teaching Practices (QDTP): Every student benefits from targeted classroom practices and 

supports. 

• Supplementary Adjustments: More individualised strategies that may need occasional extra assistance. 

• Substantive or Extensive Adjustments: Specialised or ongoing assistance, sometimes requiring additional resources or 

funding. 

Making Evidence-Based Decisions 
As part of the process, we gather evidence from assessments, teacher observations, and feedback from you. If your 
child’s needs are significant and ongoing, we will work together to apply for IESP funding. Preparing these applications 
involves documenting your child’s demonstrated functional needs within the school environment, and may take some 
weeks to complete. Evidence for IESP funding is usually required to be gathered over a minimum 10 week period 
before an application is prepared to be submitted for funding. 
 
What Happens Next? 
You will receive a copy of the assessment summary, and together we will: 
 

• Develop or update a personalised plan. The One Plan template may be used for this. 

• Identify adjustments or supports to be trialled or implemented. 

• Monitor your child’s progress, making changes to their plan if needed. 

• Work through any funding applications, if your child’s functional needs meet the criteria for substantial  or extensive 

support. 

Building Partnerships 
We deeply value the partnership between the school and families. Your insights and advocacy are vital. If at any time 
you have questions or wish to talk about the level of support your child is receiving, please reach out to our Leadership 
Team and your child’s teacher. 
 
Together, we’ll ensure your child can access the adjustments they need to succeed at Willunga Primary School. 
 
Refer to the attached information, [Understanding Funding for Additional Support for Students in Schools], to better 
understand funding, assessment of functional needs, and how the IESP process works. 
 

Remember: Inclusion at Willunga is a partnership. By working together openly and respectfully, we can provide the 
best possible educational experience for your child. 
 

Know that our leadership team is always available if you require clarification, have questions, or would like further 
support.  
 



 

If you have further queries, please email: dl.0744.inclusionteam@schools.sa.edu.au and a member of the team will 
get back to you within 48 hours. 
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